STATE OF CALIFORNIA
STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

In the Matter of )
)
DETERMINATION OF THE RIGHTS ) Order: 87-6
) Source: Kern River
of the Various Claimants to ) : - and its Tributaries
' ) Counties: Kern, Kings and Tulare

the Water of Kern River and )

its Tributaries

— et

ORDER DENYING PETITION FOR DETERMINATION OF WATER RIGHTS
ON KERN RIVER

WHEREAS:

1. A petition from H.P. Anderson III1, Kenneth L. Puryear and River
West Inc. has been filed with the State Water Resources Control Board pursuant
to Water Code Section 2525 requesting determination of the rights of the
various claimants to the waters of Kern River Qatershed.

‘2. " The Board has made an.investigation to determine the public

interest and necessity of a statutory adjudication on Kern River and its

- tributaries in Kern, Kings and Tulare Counties. The findings of this

investigation are summarized in the document entitled "Report of Preliminary.
Investigation to Determine Public Interest and Necessity for a Statutory

Adjucation on Kern River in Kern, Kings and Tulare Counties."




3. The Board has reviewed the subject report and finds the
following:

a. Kern River drains a‘watershed of more than 3,000 square miles
in Kern, Kings and Tulare Counties. It flows direct]y into a closed basin
known as the Tulare Sink. |

b. Rights to the water of the Kern River have been the subject of
dispute since priof to 1880.

c. Controversies over rights to the use of water of the Kern River
have often been settled bj negotiated agreement.

d. Litigation has been initiated Which, if pursued to completion,
would accomplish basically the same result as a'statutory adjudicationf

| e. Facts and conditions in the Kern River watershed are such that
the public interest and necessity will not be served at this time by a
determination of the watef rights in a statutory adjudication. Denial of this
petition without prejudice does not prohibit the petitioners from filing a
future petition when conditions become such that the public interest and_l

necessity would be served by approval of any such petition.




. NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that said petition be denied without prejudicé.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Administrative Assistant to the Board, does hereby certify
that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of an order/decision/
resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources
Control Board held on June 18 1987. ‘

AYE: W.Don Maughan \
' D.E. Ruiz
D. Walsh
E.H. Finster
E.M. Samaniego
NO: None

ABSENT. None

ABSTAIN None | N

aurden Marche'
Administrative Assistant to the Board




